A Study on Noshuz-related Verses (¥¢ and ‘YA of Surah An-Nisa) from
Jurisprudential and Interpretive Perspectives

Abstract

Noshuz (recalcitrance) is to refuse the obligatory duties that God Almighty has
entrusted a husband and a wife in relation to the other. According to verses Y¢
and Y YA of Surah An-Nisa, noshuz is not limited to the wife, but there are duties
which a husband must also do, such as paying wife’s living expense, having
regularly intercourse, and wives’ equal rights, he is considered indecent.
However, in some jurisprudential and civil law books, noshuz is equated with
recalcitrance from wives. In addition to the fact that any recalcitrance is not
considered as noshuz and what makes a woman nashez is to refuse to have
intercourse, noshuze consists of both husband and wife. It is impossible to deal
with the consequences of noshuz if it is not considered its both aspects, husband
and wife. By using a library and explanatory-analytical method, this article aims
at reviewing the perspectives of famous interpreters along with the jurists’ and
the legal opinions, to find out the true meaning of noshuz and to determine its
limits and consequences, and the Quranic recommendations and strategies for it.
The result is a more comprehensive perspective of noshuz.

Keywords: jurisprudence, obedience, peace, noshuz, wife.
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